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23rd May 2020

Dear friend
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A debate is raging as to whether the Premier League Championship should be completed by allowing all outstanding fixtures to be played behind closed doors. This would come as a relief to Liverpool supporters whose team are the runaway leaders and odds on favourites to win the League title for the first time in 30 years. Sadly, however, when Liverpool are crowned champions there will be no grand coronation or celebration; no packed stadium of cheering fans; nor an open-top bus tour through the streets of Liverpool. The Premiership Champions will not be praised as heroes in the way their fans would like. It will be a much quieter affair.

I would not want to diminish Liverpool FC’s success, nor any other human achievement – and most certainly not where true heroism is concerned. I, like every Christian, appreciate heroism. Christians have a true hero who has accomplished the greatest feat of all: the redemption of humankind. We worship the Great Redeemer, our risen, ascended, and glorified Saviour – Jesus Christ – and we reserve for him our most heartfelt adoration and praise. Christians are the ‘Redeemed of the Lord’ who join with the hosts of heaven in the resounding  chorus: ”Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise” (Revelation 5: 12).
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We follow in the steps of the early disciples who, on witnessing the ascension of Christ, worshipped their Lord Jesus. ‘While he was blessing them he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they stayed continually at the temple” (Luke 4:51-53). These early disciples were totally convinced that Jesus was the Christ and worthy of worship.  Jesus had drawn their attention to the scriptural prophecies concerning the Christ/Messiah and explained how they had been fulfilled. ‘Then he opened their minds so they could understand the scriptures’ (Luke 4: 45). Jesus spoke of how his death and resurrection had been prophesied: “This is what is written, ‘the Christ must suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name’” (Luke 4: 46).  The disciples then realised that these messianic prophecies had been fulfilled by Jesus. He was the authentic Christ, who had died to pay the penalty for sin and who arose from the grave to defeat the power of death. Because of Jesus the forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life can be imparted to all who truly repent. The disciples were so convinced that Jesus is the authentic Christ and Son of God ‘…they worshipped Him’. As Christians we also worship Jesus Christ the glorified Saviour. However, we should always pose the question: is our worship worthy of our Lord Jesus?  Does our adoration and praise match that of supporters of victorious football teams or other ‘heroes’?  
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Joseph Stalin, one-time leader and Hero of the Soviet Union, was an arch-tyrant. He nevertheless enjoyed immense popularity with his Communist Party and people – or so it seemed. He was esteemed in various ways not least by the long, standing ovations given to him at his party conferences. However, the applause was not sincere or heartfelt. It lasted a long time only because no-one wanted to be the first to stop clapping Stalin for fear of being labelled a less than enthusiastic supporter of the Great Leader and purged. Praise for Stalin by many of the people was fake and full of guile – given out of fear. To solve the problem of limiting the length of the applause a bell would be rung to signal it was time to stop.  
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 As Christians we declare Christ to be a true hero, worthy of genuine adoration and praise. We worship him because of who he is: The Lord of all Creation; and for what he has achieved: the redeeming of the world. The Father has seated Jesus in his rightful place ‘…at his right hand in the heavenly realms’ (Ephesians 1: 20) - the place of supreme honour and majesty.  He is deserving of our true worship and we worship Him, not with guile but in spirit and truth. Whereas Stalin did not deserve but demanded adoration from party and people - many of whom gave it reluctantly and out of fear - Christ demands nothing but deserves everything. We worship our glorified Saviour not out of fear but love.  Our worship is continuous – no bell will ring to bring it to an end.  The whole of our lives is an act of worship as we offer every moment to God.  ‘Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.’ (Revelation 7:12)
______________________________

THY KINGDOM COME 21st - 31ST MAY 2020
Join with Christians the world over for a concerted period of praying for the God’s just and kKingly rule to be established on earth. ‘Some events have had to be postponed but other events will take place online. In some ways, there has perhaps never been a time in our current history when we have been more in need of prayer. Visit https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/tkc for information on prayer events and ideas for praying creatively. 

Pentecost Beacon Event 31 May 2020 4pm
It would have been at Rotherham Minster but now, whether you live in Goole, Totley, Penistone or Rotherham, you can get there equally easily! Canon Sophie will be our preacher.
EventBrite registration link: https://sheffdio.org/tkc20
Give your name, postcode, (parish optional), and your email to receive your virtual ticket. It is that simple. Let's light up that diocesan map! If you cannot register online, email Lucy Nunn who will register you: lucy.nunn@sheffield.anglican.org. 

PRAYER 

Please continue to remember in your prayers by name our own NHS frontline staff: Annaliese Chopra, John Grice, Peter Grice, Kate Horridge, Suzanne Shelton, Ged and Victoria Rawden, Janine Reynolds, Sian Barnett, Gemma Kirton. Pray for the Prime Minister and all in government as they decide how best to lift the lockdown and for the Queen as she self-isolates along with so many others. 

Intercessions

Let us pray to the Lord our God,
who alone makes us dwell in safety:

For all who are affected by coronavirus,
through illness or isolation or anxiety,
that they may find relief and recovery:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, and shaping national policies,
that they may make wise decisions:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
For doctors, nurses and medical researchers,
that through their skill and insights
many will be restored to health:
Lord, hear us,


Lord, graciously hear us.

For the vulnerable and the fearful,
for the gravely ill and the dying,
that they may know your comfort and peace:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

WORSHIP
Sunday Services for St Alban’s and the Benefice Churches on YouTube available from 10.00am and via Zoom at 6.00pm. The links are:

YouTube  https://youtu.be/vAqhWOXe6vI
 (please click the subscribe button) 
Zoom - Sunday (6.00pm): https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84673730478 Meeting ID: 846 7373 0478
Morning Prayer 
will be said at 8.30am on Tuesday via Zoom. You will be very welcome: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5466653513?pwd=dHlhMlBtTnJOOER1djV3ZCt2OEV3dz09 
Meeting ID: 546 665 3513   Password: 233760 
Please pass on the above information and invite friends, family and neighbours to join us. They do not have to live in any of our four parishes. 
CHILDREN’S TEACHING MATERIALS 

prepared by Joyce Rose can be downloaded from www.saintalbanswickersley.org.uk
PASTORAL CARE

Thank you, to everyone who has been reaching out to the most vulnerable and isolated of our churches, through regular telephone calls and emails, and for ensuring they have their needs for food and medicines met. Please contact one another by telephone or email, especially those who are self-isolating alone. If you are willing to join a telephone ‘tree’, whereby you commit to telephoning a group of people on a frequent basis, please let me know. If you know of a person in need and you are unable to assist them, please tell me.

Be wise, be caring and stay safe and well
Sincerely  
Peter


