Wickersley Rectory 
22nd August 2020
Dear friends 

On my baptism as a fourteen-year-old, my parents gave me a small sterling silver cross on a chain. I treasured it; I wore it every day; its sentimental value made it priceless. No-one ever saw it; it cost me nothing to wear it; it was a symbol of my modest discipleship.  

[image: ]Jesus had something to say about discipleship. His words are not easy to listen to because He links discipleship with a cross. Not an item of sentimentally precious jewellery but an instrument of torture and execution. (v24) ‘Then Jesus said to his disciples “If anyone would come after me he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.’’ Jesus would one day carry his cross for his disciples – and so he calls his disciples to carry theirs. These words would have sounded strange to Jewish men who understood only too well the Roman ritual of forcing the condemned man to carry his cross from within the walls of Jerusalem to Calvary’s Hill outside of Jerusalem where the victim would be nailed to the cross and raised up to die a slow and agonising death. “What is Jesus saying?”, they would have asked themselves. “Is he asking us to place crosses over our shoulders and walk around Israel to prove that we are followers of Jesus of Nazareth?”’ No.  Jesus was not speaking literally, although many of Christ’s disciples would be martyred for their faith. Jesus was using the cross as a metaphor, a symbol of self-sacrifice.  Disciples who would not lose their lives for Christ were still called to be willing to die for their Saviour, to deny themselves and offer their lives as living sacrifices though faithful service. If a person is to receive Jesus as their Saviour, they need to be willing to worship him as Lord – no matter the cost.  Let us be in no doubt, true disciples of Christ are those who are willing to die for their Lord i.e. take up their cross and follow him. Paradoxically it is in this denying of ourselves, the laying down of our lives, that we find fulness of life!

As Christians, if we are truly honest, we would confess to a gap between Jesus’ call to discipleship and the lives we are living. Like the majority of British Christians, we refuse to give up everything for the gospel’s sake. We may not be guilty of Christian Atheism i.e. confessing Christ as Lord on Sundays whilst living like atheists the rest of the week, but we can be slow to deny ourselves and put Jesus, his Kingdom and his glory first.  We prefer our comfortable lives. 

[image: ]But Jesus never promised us comfortable lives. This is made very clear in his response to Peter’s insistence that he, the Christ, should avoid any path that would result in suffering, let alone death.  Peter’s attempt to divert Christ from the Way of the Cross came in the wake of Jesus commending Peter for his insight – he identified Jesus as the Messiah/Christ, the Son of the Living God – and Jesus rewarded Peter with the promise of privilege and authority. (v18) “I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church… I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.” Peter was thrilled by this prospect of a seemingly ‘comfortable life’. God forbid that anything or anyone should deny him it – not even Christ and his mission, if it meant suffering and death. (v22) ‘Peter took Jesus aside, and began to rebuke him. “Never Lord”, he said, “This shall never happen to you”.’  Peter could not bear the revelation of Jesus’ suffering, but Jesus refused to tolerate his disciple’s self-centred attempt to disrupt his mission. (v23) ‘Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men”.’  Jesus would go to the cross; he would fulfil his mission to atone for the sins of the world; to redeem humankind. What is more, Peter would go to his cross too: he would eventually accept the necessity of Christ’s suffering and be willing to suffer for Christ. (Acts 2: 23-24) ‘This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men put him to death by nailing him to the cross.’ (1 Peter 3: 18) ‘ For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.’

By eventually accepting the necessity of Christ’s suffering Peter proved himself ready to forsake his comfortable life; to accept his own suffering and take up his cross and follow Christ.  It is only through acknowledging that Christ’s suffering and death was for us that we are inspired to take up our cross.  
[image: 78 Sport Of Cricket Cricket Bat Old Fashioned Cricket Ball Illustrations,  Royalty-Free Vector Graphics & Clip Art - iStock]We may be slow to take up our cross because we compare ourselves to Christians who have taken up their cross and laid down their lives for their Saviour. One such Hero of the Faith is CT Studd. He came from a wealthy family and was a famous England Cricketer. He played in the original 1882 Test against Australia when the Ashes were first named. One day, with the world at his feet and to the astonishment of family and friends, CT announced his intention to serve as a missionary to China. When asked why he was giving up so much in order to serve as a missionary CT replied: “If Jesus Christ is God and he died for me then nothing is too great for me to do for him”, i.e. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, took up his cross for me therefore I must take up my cross and follow him! Like the disciple Peter, CT Studd had come to accept the necessity of Christ’s suffering if his sins were to be atoned for and forgiveness made possible. This acceptance compelled him to take up his cross and follow Christ; to deny himself and put Jesus, his Kingdom and his glory first. It was then, if Jesus is to be believed, that CT Studd found life!

Are we ready to emulate our Christian brothers and sisters whose lives speak of true discipleship? Are we able to say with them: “If Jesus Christ is God and he died for me then nothing is too great for me to do for him”?

Services in Church

Sundays: St Alban’s at 9.30 am:  St James Braithwell and St James Ravenfield at 10.30 am.
Thursdays: St Alban’s at 10.00 am 
N.B. Attendance will not be recorded for the purpose of qualifying children for places at St Alban’s School. Any questions concerning school admissions should be addressed to the school. 	

[bookmark: _Hlk40561541]Online Services and Prayer Meeting

Holy Communion - Live from St. Alban's Wickersley at 9.30am 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA	Thereafter available on YouTube.
Zoom - Sunday (6.00 pm)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88242584087   Meeting ID: 882 4258 4087

Morning Prayer on Tuesday will be said at 8.30 am via Zoom. You will be very welcome: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5466653513?pwd=dHlhMlBtTnJOOER1djV3ZCt2OEV3dz09 
Meeting ID: 546 665 3513  Passcode: 233760


ST ALBAN’S CHOIR YOUTUBE PAGE
Enjoy hymns and music from the choir and musicians of the church. Updated every week.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs2dxUjWwAm-3TbjQjERInw?view


Prayer
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy, and resilience to all who are caring for the sick, and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. Strengthen them with your Spirit, that through their work many will be restored to health; We especially pray for Annaliese Chopra, John Grice, Peter Grice,  Kate Horridge, Suzanne Shelton, Ged & Victoria Rawden, Janine Reynolds, Sian Barnett, Gemma Kirton, Catherine Hulley, Melissa Levick;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Collect
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen


Please pass on the above information and invite friends, family and neighbours to join us. They do not have to live in any of our four parishes. 

Be wise, be caring and stay safe and well
Sincerely 	Peter
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