Wickersley Rectory

6th August 2022
Dear friends

Trinity 8



Be Watchful



Luke 12: 35-40

‘Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning,  like servants 

waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes 
and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.

Luke 12: 35-36
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Whenever Suzanne plans to arrive home late at night, I choose to stay up to welcome her home. I switch on the porch and outside lights before settling in front of the TV. It is always my intention to be awake and welcoming, but too often I fall asleep.  I’m not in bed, dressed in my pyjamas, but might as well be; I readied myself to welcome Suzanne but I failed to maintain my readiness. I wasn’t watchful.
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Servants in ancient households had an advantage over us when awaiting the return of the master late at night.  They readied themselves by being dressing I their working clothes and lighting the lamps. If they sat down, it wouldn’t be for long because, unlike our electric lights which, once switched on, could be left alone, the oil lamps required constant attention – they needed refuelling and their wicks trimmed.  Attending to the lamps kept the servants actively watchful. When the master returned, the servants were awake to welcome him. 

As Christians, the faithful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are ‘ever watchful’ as we await the return of our Master.  We believe our Lord will return.  We affirm this truth when we recite the Creed: ‘He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.’  We intend to be ready when our Lord Jesus returns. We are watchful. This call to watchfulness comes to us loud and clear in the Parable of the Watchful Servant. As Christ’s faithful servants we are to:

1. Make ourselves ready to welcome our Master.   

Ancient servants readied themselves by tucking the hems of their robes into their belts and lighting their lamps.  The servants of Christ signal their readiness to welcome their Master when he returns in glory by receiving the light of Christ – new life by the Holy Spirit that is bestowed on all who, through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ, receive him as their Saviour. Christ’s faithful servants will also submit to Him as their Lord and, enthusiastically, to their gracious master’s bidding.

2.
Maintain our readiness to welcome our Master.
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By doing what pleased their master, ancient servants were watchful - they maintained their readiness by keeping the lamps burning.  Christ’s servants are to be watchful. We are to maintain our readiness by ensuring our lamps shine brightly, by doing what pleases their Lord - ‘For you were once darkness but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light, for the fruit of light consists of all goodness, righteousness and truth and find out what pleases the Lord.’ (Ephesians 5:8). Christians keep the lamps burning – maintain their readiness to welcome Christ - by ‘doing what pleases the Lord.’  Firstly, through holiness of life. Our Christ-like character - our goodness, righteousness, and truth – must distinguish us from the world. 

John Stott, the pastor and theologian, died in 2011. At his Memorial Service held in St Pauls’ Cathedral, on the edge of the City of London’s financial district, reference was made to the malpractice that caused the Global Financial Crisis of 2008. It was the most serious financial crisis since the Great Depression. John Stott had made it clear that the banking scandal that caused the crisis would not have occurred if the Christians in the City of London had kept their lamps burning – by spreading goodness, righteousness and truth. 

Christians in every walk of life are called to be watchful through holy living.

Secondly, Christians are to be watchful by doing good works. Jesus says, ‘Let your light shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.’ (Matthew 5: 16). Good works cannot gain us salvation, which is a gift of Grace. ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this comes not from yourselves.  It is the gift of God, not by works so that no-one can boast.’ (Ephesians 2:8). We are not saved by good works. We are, however, saved for good works: ‘For we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in advance for us to do.’ (Ephesians 2:10). Christians do not have the monopoly on good works. There are good and generous people who would not regard themselves as Christians who choose to do good.  Christians, however, have no choice - we are characterised by good works and we are to perform them with joy to the glory of our so that our Father in heaven.
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The early Christians were persecuted to death by their pagan neighbours. However, over time, the attitude towards Christians changed, due in no small part to the good deeds Christians performed - deeds which their pagan contemporaries shied away from. When plagues hit the Roman Empire, the pagans ran for the hills while Christians ran toward the victims. The Christians showed no fear of death. They nursed people they didn’t even know, amazing the pagans. They did outstandingly good work – they were watchful!

By being watchful, the Christian will receive the extraordinary honour Christ will bestow on his faithful servants. ‘It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes.  I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.’  Christ will honour those who honour him.  He will reverse the roles – the Master will serve his servants.

______________________________
SUNDAY WORSHIP 

St Alban’s - 9.15am Choral Communion; 10.45am All Age Service; 6.00pm Evensong

St James Braithwell – 10.30am Morning Worship 
St James Ravenfield – 4.00pm All Age Worship (Ravenfield Village Hall) 
The services at St Alban’s are livestreamed 

at 6.00pm on the 1st and 3rd Sundays and 9.15pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 

via the link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukT6ufA.
Available afterwards via the same link on our YouTube Channel.
MORNING PRAYER at 8.30am 

Tuesday at St James Braithwell; Wednesday at St James Ravenfield; Friday at St Alban’s Wickersley. 

Prayers
Please pray for those who are sick: Sebastian Murphy, Rachel Hirst, Sheila Hewitt, Richard Frost, Margaret Cockburn, Hunter Ray Birkett, Gloria Martin, Betty Graham, June Ray, Christopher Parke, Christopher Browne, Shirley Turner, River Young, Jill Sharman, Austin Openshaw, Sue Sutcliffe, Barbara Jackson 
Collect
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Sincerely   

Peter 
